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A

Written Sources

1.Pollux and children’s 

games (S. Costanza)

2. Reconstructing a lost 

heritage (anthology) (M. 

Vespa)

3. Play game and 

education

Archaeological material: Locus 

Ludi

1.Roman towns/country, east 

and west (U. Schädler, A. Pace, 

Th. Daniaux)

2. Games in liminal places 

(tombs, sanctuaries…) (M.-L. 

Arnette, E. Alevizou)

Iconography

Play and the construction 

of social identity

1. Children as social 

actors (H. Ammar)

2. Games and the fabric 

of gender (A. Attia)

2017-2022/2023

Play and games as global history: education, religion, politics…
The reconstruction of past games, rules, social and religious dynamics.
Access to children’s life experience and women’s agency
 



"The Hula Hoop Song"  1958

Gymnastique rythmique
50-25 BCE

500/490 BCE

Continuities or discontinuities?

Girl with a hoop (1885) 

Pierre-Auguste Renoir



Game and luck



Lost objects … in the reserves 

of museums…



The mercury die from Mageroy

Dimensions : 9 x 9 x 9 mm 

Preserved mercury weight : 0,59g 



GAME TYPOLOGY

Pace, Penn T., Courts S., “Appendix II. A Guide to Recognising Carved Pavement 

Signs in the Greek and Roman World”, in Games in the Ancient World: Places, 

Spaces, Accessories, Mergoil, 2024.
R.C. Bell and Ch. Roueche, Pavement signs and game boards of the Graeco-Roman world, 

a BM typology, in I. L. Finkel, Ancient Board Games in Perspective, London, 2007

https://www.editions-mergoil.com/fr/monographies-instrumentum/348-games-in-the-ancient-world-places-spaces-accessories-9782355181450.html?


A GIS for Pompeian Games

Pace, A., Ludite 

Pompeiani. Nuove prospettive 

sulla cultura ludica dell’antica 

città, Firenze, All’Insegna del 

Giglio, 2023









CIL, VI, 22168, Rome (end of first c. AD. )
D(is) M(anibus) |  Margaridi ser(uae) |  M(arcus) Allius Herma |b(ene) m(erenti) fec(it)



Lost games, lost rules – social rules

The Cultural Fabric of 

Ancient Societies

Gender Identity and 

Dynamics 

Megalopsychia mosaic, from Yakto.

 Antakya museum (ca 450-469 CE)



Scientific results

https://www.editions-mergoil.com/fr/monographies-instrumentum/348-games-in-the-ancient-world-places-spaces-accessories-9782355181450.html?


Greek and Roman Jointed Dolls 

(10th cent. BC- 7th cent. AD)

 Archaeological and Anthropological Approaches

(2020-2024)

Bianchi Ch., Pupae: Bambole articolate di età romana, Chauvigny



Outreach results: Reconstructing ancient games



Abacus or game?



Sempé



Pentelitha



Pentelitha

Pleistobolinda: 
 

Omilla

Tropa

Nuts

Marbles





www.locusludi.ch

Steve Simons

Sonya Nevin

Panoply.org.uk

Animations of artefacts and monuments



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2c_l9ZafLTM

Munich, Antikensammlungen

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2c_l9ZafLTM


MUSEUMS FOR DISSEMINATION
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Venez jouer 
au musée  !

à15
minutes

de

Caen

&jouets dans l’Antiquité

EXPOSITION

Veni, vidi, ludique

Du 20 mai au 3 décembre2017

Nuremberg 2017    Vieux-la-Romaine 2017Bavay 2015 Cholet 2016 

Lyon/Lugdunum 2019

Jublains 2020
Pompei 2023-2024

University of Reading

Ure Museum of Greek Archaeology

06.09– 30.11.2023

Locus Ludi: Anyone can play!



2019, Lyon Lugdunum



2019, Lyon Lugdunum

Ailleurs et aujourd’hui - Les enfants du Haut Atlas

Collection Jean-Pierre Rossie/Musée de Moirans









Assassin’s Creed Odyssey



LOCUS LUDI.
September 23, 2023-March 1, 2024 
| Arnaque à la romaine| Fribourg 

University, Museum Bible &Orient

Production of movies (Arnaque à la 

romaine)



20 countries in alphabetic order: 

Albania, Austria, Belgium, Bosnia, 

Croatia, Germany, Finland, France, 

Greece, Israel, Italy, Lithuania, 

Poland, Portugal, Slovakia, Spain, 

Sweden, Switzerland, Ukraine, United 

Kingdom

40 museums

13 High Institutions

Palamedes:

A Ludic Multicultural 

Museum and Educational 

Program 

A Multimedia Interactive 

Handbook



SNF Agora grant: calculer c’est jouer 

Experimenting Greek abacus/game with ca 300 schoolchildren 9-12 years old









cup, late 6th c. BCE   
H. A. Cahn Coll. 133. 

De la case au pixel.
Archéologie du 
jeu vidéo 
10.2.2024- 6.1.2025.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2c_l9ZafLTM

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2c_l9ZafLTM
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